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Misdiagnosis of secondary syphilis with single complaints of alopecia: two cases report LIN Ting. De-

partment of Dermatology, the General Hospital of Guangzhou Military Command, Guangzhou 510010, China
[ Abstract]  Clinical symptoms of alopecia in secondary syphilis often misdiagnosed as other types of

hair loss. Two cases of secondary syphilis with single complaints of alopecia are reported. The alopecia was

presented as worm-biting like or diffused small patches. Diagnosis was made according to serologic tests or trep-

onema pallidum examination. After treatment with benzathine penicillin, both patients recovered. Hair loss can

provide clues to diagnosis of syphilis when it was the only manifestation.
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